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DIRC is a web-based interactive query program 
designed to guide educators, academic image 
curators, and administrators through the layers 
of intellectual property rights that may affect a 
given digital image. 

The goal of DIRC is to enable image users to 
make an informed assessment of rights in a 
selected image, and to apply the results in a 
manner consistent with their institution’s 
copyright compliance policies.



Each query sequence in the interactive DIRC 
program will guide the user through a series of 
questions assessing five variables:  

1. The copyright status of the underlying work 
represented in the image.

2.  The copyright status of the photographic
reproduction.

3. The specific source from which one has obtained 
the image under consideration.

4. Any terms of use or contractual agreements that 
may govern the uses of this image.

5. The intended use(s) of the image.



The Conference on Fair Use (CONFU), 1996-1997
< http://www.utsystem.edu/ogc/intellectualproperty/imagguid.htm >

Image Collection Guidelines: The Acquisition and Use 
of Images in Non-Profit Educational Visual Resources  

Collections (VRA, 2000)
< http://www.vraweb.org/copyright/guidelines.html >

Copy Photography Computator (VRA, 2002)
< http://www.vraweb.org/computator/welcome.html >

Digital Image Rights Computator (VRA, 2004-2006)

http://www.utsystem.edu/ogc/intellectualproperty/imagguid.htm
http://www.vraweb.org/copyright/guidelines.html
http://www.vraweb.org/computator/welcome.html


*  Is it legal to digitize an existing analog slide?

*  Is it legal to share an image, originally acquired by a 
departmental collection, through a consortium or other such 

extra-departmental, or extra-institutional, project? 
-- Shared-governance public institutions (e.g. SUNY, CSU)
-- Affiliated independent institutions (e.g. AICAD)
-- Softwares supporting shared collections (e.g. Almagest, MDID2)

*  Is it legal to acquire and use a digital image downloaded 
from the Internet?  (or, by extension, to acquire and use

any image obtained "without pedigree"?)



Basic Information:  Albert Bierstadt.  The Falls of Saint Anthony, ca. 1888.  
Oil on canvas.  Private collection.

Additional information:  Digital scan from a slide.  The source notes for this slide 
say that it was acquired via copy-stand photography from p. 40 of the September, 
2004, issue of ARTnews, where it appeared as part of a gallery advertisement.



Basic Information:  Gino Severini.  Red Cross Train Passing a Village, 1915.  
Oil on canvas.  Collection of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York.
Additional information:  Digital scan from a slide.  The slide label says “Sandak 
1 330 0117” The slide was originally purchased by a former staff member while
on a visit to the Museum at some time during the early 1980s.  Sandak is no 
longer in business; some of their images are still available from other vendors.  
The Guggenheim no longer sells slides of works from its collection.



Basic Information:  Gutson Borglum.  Mount Rushmore National Memorial. 
1927-1941.
Additional information:  You have been asked to digitize this slide for inclusion in a 
regional digital image consortium.  There is no source information on the slide.  Borglum 
died in 1941.  The Mount Rushmore site is owned by the Federal Government, and is 
administered by the National Park Service.  There are no restrictions on visitor 
photography.  This image appears identical to many others taken of the same work.



Basic Information:  Frank Lloyd Wright.  Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York:
exterior, view from northwest, 1956-1959.  Renovated and expanded, with 10-story annex 
by Gwathmey Siegel & Associates, completed 1992.
Additional information:  You have been asked to digitize this slide to share
with other MDID2 users.  This slide was donated to your collection by a former
faculty member at your institution, who took the photo himself.



Basic Information:  Peter Paul Rubens.  
Prometheus Bound, 1611-1612.  
Oil on canvas.  Collection of the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art.

Additional information:  A faculty 
member wants you to add this image 
to the departmental collection.  
He has given it to you in the form of a 
generically-tagged JPG file, with no 
descriptive or source information 
other than “I got it off the internet.”



Basic Information:  Wilson A. Bentley. Snowflake crystal.  B&W photograph.  
[dated somewhere between 1885 and 1931]

The faculty member who brought you a copy of this image on a CD 
“to add to the collection” noted that it had been obtained from a website 
having the following URL:  < http://snowflakebentley.com/ >
The faculty member wants to have his graphic design students make 
derivative works using this and other images as source materials.
While this work appears to be in the public domain, the specific rights
statement on the website is somewhat ambiguous on this point.
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